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West Suffolk Children and Adult Safeguarding
Policy, as contained in Appendix 1 to Report No:
CAB/WS/20/015.
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Background / Context

In March 2015, West Suffolk Councils adopted the Safeguarding Policy. This
report sets out a review of the policy and changes that have been made in
response to new duties and requirements being placed on local authorities,
our partners and Safeguarding Boards. The policy will now be called the West
Suffolk Children and Adult Safeguarding Policy.

Proposals

The West Suffolk Children and Adult Safeguarding Policy is in place to ensure
that West Suffolk Council has an overarching approach to safeguarding
across the organisation and that in discharging its function, the Council has
due regard for the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of vulnerable
people.

The policy has been refreshed in response to a number of new duties and
legislation being placed on local authorities.

In 2018 the Government published statutory guidance Working together to
safequard children. A guide to inter-agency working to safequard and
promote the welfare of children. The document sets out the legislative
requirements and expectations on how individual services within local
authorities should safeguard and promote the welfare of children from all
backgrounds, in all settings. The West Suffolk Children and Adult
Safeguarding Policy follows the principles set out in the guidance. The
guidance replaces Working Together to Safeguard Children (2015).

In accordance with the Children and Social Care Work Act 2017, councils
working together across Suffolk deliver the corporate parenting principles and
the policy sets out the Council’s responsibilities.

Alternative options

The alternative option is to continue with the Safeguarding Policy in its
original form. However, not incorporating the new legislation in the West
Suffolk policy means that we would not be consistent with the requirements
of Central Government.

Consultation and engagement

The West Suffolk Children and Adult Safeguarding Policy has been written in
consultation with partners across the Safeguarding Children Board and the
Safeguarding Adults Board.

Risks

Not being compliant with Central Government’s legislative requirements.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/16/contents/enacted
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Implications arising from the proposal

None.

Appendices

Appendix 1 — West Suffolk Children and Adult Safeguarding Policy.

Background documents

Safeguarding Policy - Guidelines for Working with Children, Young People

and Vulnerable Adults
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